With the appointment of a bacteriologist to the Dunedin (Otago) Medical School in 1911, the bacteriology course for medical students was extended, and a beginning was made in investigative work on tuberculosis, bacterial meningitis, poliomyelitis, typhoid fever, diphtheria and scarlet fever, all of which were prevalent at that time. 
The inception of microbiology in New Zealand was, as elsewhere, strongly linked to the investigation of infectious diseases in humans. However, since the country's economy has always been firmly based on primary industries, the need to maintain animal and plant health was also a powerful early influence.
Historical overview
Bacteriology was taught to medical and botany students at the 
Medical microbiology
With the appointment of a bacteriologist to the Dunedin (Otago) Medical School in 1911, the bacteriology course for medical students was extended, and a beginning was made in investigative work on tuberculosis, bacterial meningitis, poliomyelitis, typhoid fever, diphtheria and scarlet fever, all of which were prevalent at that time. 
Lincoln
The BAgSc course, initiated in 1926, included the subject 'Microbiology' -a simple unit based on the relevance of microbes to plant diseases. Post-1950, while still primarily specialising in plant pathology, there has been an increasing emphasis on soil and water microbiology.
One of the early students was Royd Thorton (MAgrSc, 1948) 
